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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Great Passion Play hosts Area Appreciation Days

(EUREKA SPRINGS, AR)- The Great Passion Play will be offering Area Appreciation Days for residents of Benton and Washington Counties from Friday, August 16 to Saturday, August 31.  Residents of Benton and Washington Counties can get tickets for $15 for adults, $5 for children (ages 6-16) for performances of The Great Passion Play, and kids under 6 are always free.  Simply show proof of residence or employment in Benton and Washington Counties and enjoy the Play, the Bible Museum, the Sacred Arts Museum, Music Concerts, David the Shepherd, and the Parables of the Potter.
“A lot of local people make this Play happen,” Mallory Butler shared.  Mallory has been a part of the Play since she was five.  Her parents and three brothers reside in Berryville, Arkansas and have been a part of the Play for 15 years now.  “We are so happy to show our appreciation for the citizens of Benton and Washington Counties,” said Kent Butler, a cast member of the Play and Mallory’s husband.  Kent shared, “We live in one of the most beautiful places in the country, and we hope this will help afford local people the opportunity to see ‘America’s Number #1 Attended Outdoor Drama.’” 

Featuring a cast of over 150 actors, the Play is performed amid a 550-ft historically accurate stage and brings to life the epic drama surrounding Christ’s last days on earth, including his death, resurrection and ascension.  The Great Passion Play runs 1 hour and 45 minutes, featuring an original musical score composed by Phil Perkins and performed by the world-renowned National Philharmonic Orchestra of London.  This year’s performance also features Arabian horses, donkeys, and dozens of birds as well as 3 camels donated by the “Wild Wilderness Drive through Safari” in Gentry, Arkansas. 


In November of 2012, the nonprofit foundation that runs The Great Passion Play announced that it would close its 46-year run.  However, with a fundraising effort spearheaded by Randall Christy of The Gospel Station Network out of Ada, Oklahoma, The Great Passion Play was able to raise $75,000 in 10 days to secure a 2013 season.  Christy, who now serves as the President of the Great Passion Play’s nonprofit foundation, said, “The Play has been saved for years to come for future generations.  We are 20% up in attendance this year!”  


Reservations can be made online at GreatPassionPlay.org with the coupon code “COUNTYADULT” and “COUNTYCHILD,” over the phone at 800-882-7529, or in person at the box office.  Present valid photo ID or proof of residence when you pick up your tickets for performances from August 16 to August 31.  The Play runs on Fridays and Saturdays in the month of August.
The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas offers Area Appreciation Days.  $15 tickets for adults, $5 tickets for kids (ages 6-16) for performances August 16 through August 31 for residents of Benton and Washington Counties (AR).  Present utility bill or Photo ID as proof of residency.  Employees of Benton and Washington Counties present photo ID and current paystub.  $15 adult tickets and $5 kids (ages 6-16) tickets for The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas.  Valid August 16-31, 2013.  Full payment must be made at time of order.  Not refundable.  All sales final.  Valid for new orders only.  Based on availability.  Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.  
For high resolution pictures of the Play:

http://www.greatpassionplay.org/high-resolution-photos.html
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